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upon that account to act differently in this great and common 
cause, and whenever that is the case all will be over with the 
whole. There ought to be no New England men, no New 
Yorker, &c., known on the Continent, but all of us Ameri- 
cans." 



NATHANIEL SCUDDER. 

BY WILLIAM S. STEYKEE. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Two brothers, the ancestors of Dr. Nathaniel Scudder, of 
New Jersey, emigrated to this country from Scotland about 
the year 1625. One of the brothers remained near where he 
landed in Massachusetts, and the other finally settled on Long 
Island in 1630. From the Long Island branch of the family 
came Jacob Scudder, the fatlier of the subject of this sketch. 
Jacob and Abia Scudder had three sons and three daughters, 
Nathaniel being the eldest. He was born near Monmouth 
Court House, New Jersey, May 10, 1733. He graduated at 
the College of New Jersey in the Class of 1751, and imme- 
diately commenced the study of medicine. For many years 
he had an extensive practice in the county of Monmouth, and 
enjoyed the respect and confidence of the people of that part 
of the State on account of his varied learning, strong powers 
of mind, genial disposition, and purity of life. He married 
Isabella Anderson, only daughter of Colonel Kenneth Ander- 
son, March 23, 1752. His eldest son, John Anderson Scudder, 
born in 1759, was a graduate of Princeton College in 1775, 
and adopted his father's profession, and like him was also a 
Member of Congress in 1810. At the breaking out of the 
Revolutionary War, Nathaniel Scudder w^as made Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the First Regiment of the Monmouth Militia, 
Colonel George Taylor being its commanding officer. About 
the time the Howe brothers issued their proclamation offering 
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protection to all who would renew their allegiance to the 
British King, Colonel Taylor made his submission, and de- 
serted to the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Scudder was imme- 
diately appointed by the Joint Meeting of the Legislature to 
fill the vacancy. During the contest no two men were more 
true, none more vigilant and active than ifathaniei and his 
brother William, who was Lieutenant-Colonel of the Third 
Regiment of Middlesex Ooimty. During the year 1777, in 
addition to the duties of his profession and his military com- 
mand, we find him in prompt attendance upon the meetings 
of the Council of Safety. 

On the 30th of November, 1777, he was elected a delegate to 
Congress, and took his seat the beginning of the following year. 
In the labors and responsibilities of legislation he took an 
active part. His powerful appeal to the Legislature of his 
native State, as expressed in his letter to the Speaker, dated 
July 13, 1778, and published in a work entitled "i^evv Jersey 
Revolutionary Correspondence," stamps him at once as a 
strong writer, a clear thinker, and a whole-hearted patriot. 
It will be remembered that at that time authority had not 
been given to the delegates from Maryland, Delaware, and 
New Jersey to sign the Articles of Confederation, which had 
been framed four days previous, and this appeal brought the 
requii-ed authority, and Dr. Scudder and his colleagues had 
the pleasure of signing their names to the Articles in behalf 
of their State. He was again elected to Congress November 
6, 1778, and served until the close of the year 1779. In the 
list of Trustees of Nassau Hall we find him serving from the 
years 1678 to 1782. He was also an elder in the" church of 
the celebrated Rev. William Tennent, on the old Monmouth 
battle-ground, and tradition says his Christian life was pure, 
and above reproach. During all the years of the Revolu- 
tionary War, Monmouth County was frequently excited by 
the incursions of forage parties of the British, and the attacks 
of tories. In an engagement, October 17, 1781, with a party 
of refugees at Black Point, near Shrewsbury, Colonel Scudder 
was killed while leading a battalion of his regiment. It has 
been stated, and probably with truth, that the bullet was in- 
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tended for Brigadier-General David Forman, the terrible, 
unrelenting foe of every traitor of that day. Colonel Scud- 
der was buried with all the honors of war in the old grave- 
yard of Tennent Church, and his tomb stands until this day. 
Thus died a gentleman whose pure character adorned the 
profession of mediciije, whose clear mind and honest purpose 
were often shown in the councils of his State and the Govern- 
ment, whose good sword was freely drawn in the hour of 
national peril, and who at last, in the very heat of battle, 
gave his patriot life to death — a martyr for the liberties of 
his country. 



ELIAS BOUDINOT. 

BY HELEN BOUDINOT 8TBYKER. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

The great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, who 
bore the same name, was a Huguenot emigrant from France, 
and came to America in 1686, shortly after the revocation of 
the edict of Nantes. Elias Boudinot was bom in Philadel- 
phia, April 21, 1740. Having received the best advantages 
of earlier education which the Colonies could afford, he 
studied law with Richard Stockton at Princeton, and com- 
menced the practice of his profession at Elizabethtown, IST. J., 
in 1760. In 1762 he married Hannah, sister of Richard 
Stockton, who also married Annis Boudinot, the sister of 
Elias — so there was a double marriage between the families. 
The high position which he immediately attained in local 
circles is shown by the fact that, at the age of twenty-five he 
was chosen President of the Board of Trustees of the Presbyte- 
rian Clmrch of Elizabethtown, which embraced not a few men 
prominent in political and social life. Alexander Hamilton, 
who was also of Huguenot descent on his mother's side, was 
sent at the age of fifteen from his home in Santa Cruz to obtain 
an education, and entered the Grammar School at Elizabeth- 



